
To: Industry
Effective Date: Immediately

Latest Requirement:

Water withdrawals by the oil and gas industry are now suspended for all rivers, creeks, streams and lakes in 
northeast B.C.- including the Liard River watershed - for short-term water use approved by the Commission.

Note the following exceptions:

•	 Withdrawal of water stored in dugouts is not suspended.
•	 Withdrawal of water is not suspended from the main channel of the following large rivers:

•	 Peace River
•	 Pine River
•	 Sikanni Chief River
•	 Prophet River

•	 Withdrawal of water is not suspended from the following lakes:
•	 Williston Lake
•	 Dinosaur Lake

A map showing all watersheds now under suspension is attached.

Background:

The Commission closely monitors stream flow and water levels and makes changes to permitted uses as 
conditions change. Due to ongoing low stream flow, concerns continue to escalate for impacts to fish and 
aquatic resources and community water supply. The current weather forecast from Environment Canada is 
for dry weather to continue.

Northeast B.C. has continued to be been extremely dry, with water levels continuing to recede, including in 
the Liard River watershed. The levels of many rivers are currently near or below their record low flows for this 
time of year.  River levels are anticipated to continue dropping until such time as significant rainfall occurs. 

The BC Oil and Gas Commission (Commission) issued Directive 2014-01 on July 28, suspending some 
short-term water withdrawals by the oil and gas industry in northeast B.C. due to drought conditions. On 
August 8, the Commission issued an Expanded Directive to include additional basins within the Peace River 
watershed.

Should you have any questions regarding this Directive Update, please contact:

Allan Chapman, Hydrologist 
Applications and Operations Division
BC Oil and Gas Commission
Allan.Chapman@bcogc.ca
250-419-4435
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•	 Muskwa River
•	 Fort Nelson River
•	 Liard River
•	 Dunedin River

2nd UPDATE - Short-Term Water Use Suspension
Covers Most of Northeast B.C.

http://www.bcogc.ca/node/11274/download
http://www.bcogc.ca/node/11281/download
mailto:allan.chapman%40bcogc.ca?subject=Directive%202012-01%20Suspension%20of%20Short-term%20Water%20Use


R

      Lower Post

S

Francois

T

N

Y

V

I

L

N

R

E

Lake

Lake

I V

PARK

STONE

O

VANDERHOOF

S
W

F

I

R

PARK

R
O

MACKENZIE

E

V

N

GEORGE

E

V
F

P T

M

I

Kotcho

R

M
R

A

COUPE

DAWSON

FORT

R

      WILDERNESS

R

U

Lake

R

I

A

E
R

FORT

R

T

R

L

C

H
T

E

I

PRINCE

V

S

Y

L

H

V

O W

c
E

F

R

E

S

Lake

V
R

U

POUCE

ST JOHN

SMITHERS

S
E

I
R

U

S

Lake
Thutade

F

V

I

, Lake

Germansen Landing

KWADACHA

MUNCHO

PARK

Fraser

L

R
E

V

R T

N

O

R V

O

N
R

S

W
L

N
I P

A

A

R

R

R

E

O

R

R

R
I

A
R

YUKON (CANADA)

B

      TATLATUI

K
H

Ootsa

O
M

U

I

L

R

LAKE

Trembleur

Lake

C A

E
V

R

K

PARK

I

P O

R

S
N

A

R

I

O

K
A

E

I
E

N

N W T (CANADA)

B

C
G

A

C

E

O

T

V

V

V

E

Morice

      PARK

      PLATEAU

V

K

HOUSTON

Babine

A

L
A

S I

R

WILDERNESS

Tchentlo

I

R
E

A

L

A O

S I

R P
K

K N

L

R
R

I

P

I E
F

R

T

R

HOPE

R

R

T

R

E

CREEK

Lake

      TERRACE

HAZELTON

E

R

I

L

T

L
      PARK

I

I R

GRANISLE

G

D

M
N

N
I

LAKE

Tezzeron

V
R

S T

L

WILLISTON

M

MACKENZIE

E

V

R

MONKMAN

CHETWYND

P

E

I

E
Y

TAYLOR

R

ALBERTA (CANADA)

R

K
N

V
E

Tatlatui

E

TELKWA R

L
E

E
C

E

I

BURNS

Takla

E

E
I K

I K A

A R

MOUNTAIN

I

Pinchi

R
A

M

E

E

LAKE

V

R

E

R

O
D

I
E

H

C

E
I

O R

E

I

F N A

S

R

I

E

      SPATSIZI

K
Y

A

Lake

R

N

E

R

L

Stuart

R

U

ST JAMES

T N

LAKE

U

R

A

CARP

P

I

I

R

FORT NELSON

R

R

I N

W

R
I

E

PARK

A

HUDSON'S

V
E

R

V

R

I

R V

E

I

Upper
Petitot
River

Middle
Petitot
River

Lower
Petitot
RiverLower

Liard
River

Beaver
River

Middle
Liard
River

Grayling
River

Upper
Liard
River

Muncho
River

Lower
Toad River

Dunedin
River

Lower Fort
Nelson
River

Capot-Blanc
River

Tsea
River Sahdoanah

River
Shekilie

RiverUpper
Kotcho
River

Lower
Kotcho
RiverKyklo

River

Sahtaneh
River

Snake
River

Middle Fort
Nelson
River

Lower
Muskwa

River

Middle
Muskwa

River

Hay
River

Fontas
River

Kahntah
River

Lower
Sikanni

Chief River

Upper Fort
Nelson
River

Klua
River

Lower
Prophet

River

Middle
Prophet

RiverUpper
Muskwa

River

Upper
Prophet

River

Upper Sikanni
Chief
River

Middle
Sikanni

Chief River

Upper
Beatton
River

Middle
Beatton
River Milligan

Creek

Doig
River

Lower
Beatton
River

Blueberry
RiverCameron

River

Upper
Halfway

Chowade
River

Graham
River Lower

Halfway
River

Moberly River

Farrell Creek
Lynx

Creek

Lower
Peace
River

Lower
Kiskatinaw

River

Middle
Kiskatinaw

River

East
Kiskatinaw

River

West
Kiskatinaw

River

Lower Pine
River

Murray
River

Smoky
River

Upper
Pine River

Sukunka
River

Peace
Arm

Upper
Toad
River

Burnt
River

Upper
Peace
River

Cache
Creek

Pouce
Coupe
River

Kiwigana
River

Racing
River

Chinchaga
River

Coordinate System: NAD83 Albers Projection
* Map is for representational purposes only. The OGC assumes neither
responsibility for inconsistencies or innacuracies in the data nor liability

 from any damages of any type arising from errors or ommissions.*

0 30 60 90 12015
Kilometers

File Path: PROJECTS\P712\Maps\SuspendedWaterWithdrawalsAmendment_8x11.mxd

Suspended Watersheds
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Watersheds where Section 8 water withdrawals 
are suspended - August 21, 2014

Northeastern British Columbia

British Columbia

Section 8 water withdrawals are not
suspended from the main channel of 
the following large rivers and lakes:
- Peace River
- Pine River
- Sikanni Chief River
- Prophet River
- Muskwa River
- Fort Nelson River
- Liard River
- Dunedin River
- Dinosaur Lake
- Williston Lake
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