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Appendix E: Technical Guidance for Determining the “Base of
Usable Groundwater”

The “base of usable groundwater” can be determined by the qualified professional, supported by review and
analysis of local or site specific information, such as geology and stratigraphy, mapped aquifers, groundwater
chemistry, or other data may be available through DataBC, iMapBC, or Regulator well information. For this

interpretation of the “base of usable groundwater”, “usable” is defined by the Regulator as groundwater with up to
4000 mg/L total dissolved solids.

Alternatively, the “base of usable groundwater” can be determined by the qualified professional, using the
definition of “deep groundwater” in Section 51 of the Water Sustainability Regulation. Using this approach, the
“base of usable groundwater” is defined as: between 300 m and 600 m below the ground surface, and below the
‘base of fish scales marker” or an identified older geological marker. The definition for “base of fish scales
marker” can be found in the Water Sustainability Regulation.

For clarity, when using the geological marker based approach:
e The minimum depth of the “base of usable groundwater” is 300 m below the ground surface.
e  The maximum depth of the “base of usable groundwater” is 600 m below the ground surface.

e Between 300 m and 600 m below the ground surface, the “base of usable groundwater” is identified to
be the depth of the above-referenced geological markers. The geological marker may be interpreted
using well site data, or data from nearby oil and gas wells, available as Regulator well information or
information sourced from commercial data vendors such as Acumap or Geosout.

The above geological marker-based framework applies only to the “subject area”. For reference, “subject area” is
defined in Section 51 or the Water Sustainability Regulation, and consists of the area east of the Laramide
Disturbed Belt boundary (see map). Outside of the “subject area”, the “base of usable groundwater” is considered
to be 600 m below the ground surface.

Note the technical guidance for determining the “base of usable groundwater” outlined in this section may not be
suitable for locations of shallow gas potential or known areas of artesian groundwater pressures. The Regulator
should be contacted in such cases regarding proposed well drilling and completion.

The Regulator may request permit holders to submit documentation of the qualified professional’s
determination of the “base of usable groundwater”.

Page: 198
BC Energy Regulator Version 2.0 published: November 2025
Uncontrolled copy once downloaded GoTo: Table of Contents | Glossary | Legislation | BC-ER.CA



http://www.bcogc.ca/node/11467/download
http://www.bcogc.ca/legislation
http://www.bcogc.ca/
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/air-land-water/water/laws-rules/2016_water_sustainability_regulation.pdf

Energy Resource Activity Operations Manual

Laramide Belt Boundary and "Subject Area" for Defining "Base of Usable Groundwater" Using the Geological Marker Based Approach |
Yukon Northwest
Territory Territories qaﬁ A
VO
8956 e 5 57—
[ |
|
|
oolN-— —-0940
“ L
—— 094K+

Alberta
|

Legend

= Edge of Laramide Disturbed Belt

Provincial Park

[ fo—

Mag i or ropresantation purposes only
Tre Oi & Gas Commission assumes nather
sponsbilty or PCONSSIaNGies of NACORaIES
n the data nor bty for any damages of any
14pe arisng ffom erTos of cnmissies,

11,500,000

Kilometers
0510 20 30 40 %
1 Date: 392016
e < 5
g pre—
e |
Fort Nelson |
| b \
{ |
|
\\ \
i \, Fon sy J?h
ronde e
[ } Smithors |
e t4
[Magaatify Prince Goorge
| g \
| =3
Williams Lake
.
Kamioops.
by
Campbes River .
mo Vancouver
| Nansimo Vancouvs
| Service Layer Creas, MR NERE, et nermap. fcrement P Cor uscs,

| FA; NPE, NRCAN, GeoBase, IGN, Kadasder NL, Orchance Sundy, Esn Japsn, METI, &0 China
{Hong Korg), swisetpo, Mapmyindia,

Page: 199
Version 2.0 published: November 2025
Uncontrolled copy once downloaded GoTo: Table of Contents | Glossary | Legislation | BC-ER.CA

BC Energy Regulator



http://www.bcogc.ca/node/11467/download
http://www.bcogc.ca/legislation
http://www.bcogc.ca/

